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Study in China
DXB ✈ PEK · Beijing, China

China is an increasingly popular destination for international students, offering respected

universities, modern campuses, competitive tuition fees and substantial scholarship

opportunities. Students can study in either English or Chinese across a wide range of disciplines.

AT A  GL ANCE

Quick Facts

TUITION FEES

RMB 20,000 – 70,000 / year

LIVING COST

RMB 1,800 – 5,500 / month

TEACHING LANGUAGE

Chinese, English

WHY CHINA

Why Study in China?

COSTS

Tuition & Living Cost

STUDY LEVEL TUITION FEE / YEAR LIVING COST / MONTH

Bachelors RMB 20,000 – 70,000 RMB 1,800 – 5,500

Masters RMB 20,000 – 45,000 RMB 1,800 – 5,500

Internationally recognised universities and

qualifications

✓

Competitive tuition fees and living costs✓

Numerous English-taught degree programmes✓

Strong programmes in engineering, medicine,

technology and business

✓

Government and university scholarships✓

Modern infrastructure and extensive public transport✓

Opportunities to learn Mandarin Chinese✓

Exposure to one of the world's largest economies and

business markets

✓



WHAT YOU NEED

Entry Requirements

Academic

Some universities now require undergraduate applicants to take the China Scholastic Competency Assessment, or

CSCA. The required subjects can depend on the programme, so students must check the university's current admission

notice.

L ANGUAGE

Language Requirement

For Chinese-taught programmes, universities commonly request an HSK certificate. Requirements frequently range

from HSK Level 4 to Level 6, depending on the institution and course.

For English-taught programmes, students may need IELTS, TOEFL or another accepted certificate. Indicative

requirements often fall around:

Requirements are university-specific. Some institutions may accept an official English-medium instruction certificate,

while others insist on a recognised test result.

VISA ROUTE

Student Visa Process

China has two principal student-visa categories:

Students entering with an X1 visa must normally apply for a residence permit within 30 days of arrival. Visa documents

generally include the passport, admission notice and the required study-in-China confirmation documentation. Exact

requirements should always be confirmed with the Chinese embassy or visa centre responsible for the applicant's

country of residence.

A recognised secondary-school certificate✓

Academic transcripts✓

A valid passport✓

Proof of English or Chinese proficiency✓

Personal statement or study plan✓

Physical examination form✓

Police or non-criminal record certificate✓

Financial guarantee or proof of funds✓

Guardianship documents if under 18✓

IELTS 5.5 – 6.5✓ TOEFL iBT 70 – 90✓

X1 visa: for studies lasting more than 180 days✓ X2 visa: for studies lasting no more than 180 days✓



WHAT TO STUDY

Popular Courses

Medicine and MBBS Engineering Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence

Business Administration and Finance International Trade and Economics Architecture

Pharmacy and Life Sciences Chinese Language and Culture International Relations

Environmental Science

Students applying for medicine should confirm that the university and medical qualification are recognised by the

relevant authority in the country where they intend to practise.

WHERE TO STUDY

Popular Universities

Some well-known institutions include:

Tsinghua University

Peking University

Fudan University

Shanghai Jiao Tong University

Zhejiang University

University of Science and Technology of China

Nanjing University

Wuhan University

Tongji University

Xi'an Jiaotong University

Beijing Institute of Technology

Harbin Institute of Technology



YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Why should international students study in China?

China offers:

2. What types of institutions are available?

International students can study at:

Students should select a properly recognised institution authorised to enrol international students.

3. What qualifications can I study?

Available study options include:

A bachelor’s degree normally takes four years. Medicine and certain professional programmes may require five or six

years.

Highly ranked universities and modern research facilities

Competitive tuition and living costs

Chinese- and English-taught programmes

Extensive government and university scholarships

Strong courses in medicine, engineering, technology and business

Exposure to one of the world’s largest economies

Opportunities to learn Mandarin Chinese

A distinctive cultural and international student experience

Comprehensive universities

Science and technology universities

Medical universities

Business and finance universities

Normal or teacher-training universities

Language and culture universities

Art and design institutions

Technical and vocational colleges

Foundation programmes

Chinese-language programmes

Diploma and vocational courses

Bachelor’s degrees

Master’s degrees

Doctoral degrees

Clinical medicine and MBBS programmes

Exchange and short-term courses

Research programmes



4. Are programmes available in English?

Yes. Many universities offer English-taught programmes, particularly in:

Applicants should confirm whether the entire programme is taught in English rather than only selected modules.

5. Do I need to speak Chinese?

It depends on the programme.

Chinese-taught programmes normally require an HSK—Chinese Proficiency Test result. Requirements commonly range

from HSK Level 4 to Level 6, depending on the subject and university.

English-taught programmes may require IELTS, TOEFL or evidence that previous education was delivered in English.

Universities can set separate language requirements for admission and graduation.

Learning Mandarin is strongly recommended for daily life, internships and employment.

6. What are the general admission requirements?

Requirements vary, but applicants commonly need:

Documents may require notarisation, legalisation or certified translation.

Medicine

Engineering

Computer science

Artificial intelligence

Business and economics

International relations

Public health

Pharmacy

Environmental sciences

Valid passport

Completed application form

Academic certificates and transcripts

Language certificate

Personal statement or study plan

Academic references

Physical examination record

Certificate of no criminal record

Proof of financial support

Passport-style photograph

Research proposal for doctoral applications

Supervisor’s acceptance, where required



7. What are the age requirements?

Universities and scholarship programmes may impose age limits.

Typical scholarship limits can include:

These are not universal admission limits. Each university and scholarship notice must be checked separately.

8. What are the postgraduate admission requirements?

Master’s applicants normally need a recognised bachelor’s degree. Doctoral applicants generally need a recognised

master’s degree.

Universities may also assess:

Research applicants may need to contact a potential supervisor before applying.

9. When are the principal university intakes?

The main intake is:

Some universities also offer:

Scholarship applications often close earlier than self-funded applications. Students should ideally begin preparing 9–12

months before enrolment.

Under 25 for bachelor’s applicants

Under 35 for master’s applicants

Under 40 for doctoral applicants

Academic performance

Research proposal

Publications

Relevant employment

Recommendation letters

Language ability

Supervisor availability

Interview performance

Autumn intake: Classes usually begin in September

Spring intake: Classes may begin in February or March



10. How do international students apply?

The usual process is:

Applications for Chinese Government Scholarships may also be made through the China Scholarship Council’s Campus

China platform.

11. How much are university tuition fees?

Fees vary by university, location and subject. Typical annual ranges are:

Highly ranked universities, medical programmes and institutions in Beijing or Shanghai may charge more.

12. How much does it cost to live in China?

Students may need approximately RMB 2,500–5,000 per month, depending on their location and lifestyle.

The budget should include:

Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen and other major cities are generally more expensive than smaller university cities.

Select a recognised university and programme.1

Check academic and language requirements.2

Confirm whether the programme is taught in Chinese or English.3

Prepare and authenticate the required documents.4

Apply through the university or scholarship platform.5

Attend an interview if required.6

Receive the admission decision.7

Pay any required deposit or tuition.8

Receive the admission notice and JW201 or JW202 form.9

Apply for the appropriate student visa.10

Chinese-language programmes: approximately RMB 10,000–30,000

Bachelor’s programmes: approximately RMB 18,000–40,000

Master’s programmes: approximately RMB 25,000–50,000

Doctoral programmes: approximately RMB 30,000–60,000

Medicine and MBBS: often approximately RMB 30,000–60,000 or more

Accommodation

Food

Local transportation

Medical insurance

Telephone and internet

Books and materials

Residence-permit fees

Personal expenses



13. What accommodation is available?

Common options include:

University accommodation is usually more affordable and easier for newly arriving students. Off-campus residents must

normally register their address with the local police and follow university and immigration rules.

14. Are scholarships available?

Yes. Potential scholarships include:

Funding can be full or partial. Scholarship availability depends on nationality, programme, university and academic

performance.

15. What does the Chinese Government Scholarship cover?

Depending on the category, a full CSC scholarship may include:

International travel is not always covered. Applicants must read the specific scholarship notice rather than assume

every award provides identical benefits.

16. How do I apply for a Chinese Government Scholarship?

Applications may be submitted through:

Applicants usually complete the online CSC application and submit supporting documents to the relevant dispatching

authority or university.

University dormitories

International student residences

Shared private apartments

Private studio apartments

Chinese Government Scholarship—CSC

Provincial and municipal scholarships

University scholarships

International Chinese Language Teachers Scholarship

Belt and Road-related programmes

Institutional tuition reductions

Research assistantships

Tuition fees

University accommodation or an accommodation allowance

Monthly living stipend

Comprehensive medical insurance

Chinese-language preparation, where included

A Chinese embassy or diplomatic mission

A participating Chinese university

A designated educational authority

A specific bilateral or institutional programme



17. Can international students study medicine in China?

Yes. China offers Chinese- and English-taught medical programmes.

Students considering medicine should verify:

An English-taught degree does not guarantee that all clinical communication will take place in English. Chinese-

language development is normally essential for patient contact.

18. Which universities may offer English-taught MBBS programmes?

Only institutions appearing on the applicable authorised list should recruit international students for English-taught

undergraduate clinical medicine.

Applicants should independently verify the university’s current authorisation and recognition before paying fees.

Recognition in China does not automatically guarantee professional registration in another country.

19. Which student visa do I need?

China principally uses two student-visa categories:

X1 visa holders must normally convert their visa into a student residence permit after arriving in China. Review official

Chinese visa categories.

20. What are the JW201 and JW202 forms?

The JW201 and JW202 are official Visa Application for Study in China documents.

Generally:

The university or responsible authority issues the relevant form. X1 applicants normally submit it with their admission

letter when applying for a visa.

University and programme recognition

Whether the programme is authorised to teach international students

Language of clinical training

Hospital placement arrangements

Internship requirements

Recognition by the medical authority in the country where they intend to practise

Licensing examination requirements after graduation

X1 visa: For study lasting more than 180 days

X2 visa: For study lasting no more than 180 days

JW201 is commonly associated with government-sponsored students.

JW202 is commonly associated with self-funded students and certain other funding arrangements.



21. What documents are required for a Chinese student visa?

Requirements vary by application centre and nationality, but commonly include:

Applicants must follow the checklist issued by the responsible Chinese embassy or visa application centre.

22. Is a medical examination required?

A health examination may be required for admission, an X1 visa or the residence-permit procedure.

Students may need to complete the Foreigner Physical Examination Record and provide laboratory or imaging reports.

Some examinations completed abroad may need verification or repetition at an authorised Chinese medical facility

after arrival.

23. Is medical insurance compulsory?

Yes. International students are generally required to maintain suitable medical insurance throughout their studies.

Scholarship recipients may receive comprehensive insurance as part of their award. Self- funded students normally

purchase the policy required or arranged by their university.

Students should understand coverage limits, exclusions and reimbursement procedures.

24. What must students do after arriving in China?

Students generally need to:

X1 students must generally apply for their residence permit within 30 days of entry. See National Immigration

Administration guidance.

Valid passport

Completed visa application

Recent photograph

University admission letter

JW201 or JW202 form

Evidence of legal residence if applying outside the country of nationality

Additional health, financial or background documents where requested

Documents required for applicants under 18

Register with the university.1

Complete or verify the required medical examination.2

Register their address with the local police.3

Apply for a residence permit if holding an X1 visa.4

Activate medical insurance.5

Open a Chinese bank account.6

Obtain a local telephone number.7

Attend university orientation.8



25. Can international students work while studying?

Students cannot automatically work using only a student visa or residence permit.

Off-campus part-time work or an internship generally requires:

Working without the required permission can lead to penalties and immigration consequences.

26. Can students complete internships?

Yes, where the internship is properly authorised.

The student generally needs an internship offer, university approval and an endorsement on the residence permit

identifying the internship location and duration. Some local procedures differ, so students must consult their

university’s international office before starting.

27. Can part-time work finance my education?

Students should not rely on employment to finance tuition or principal living costs.

Work permission is restricted, opportunities vary by location and Chinese-language ability, and unauthorised

employment carries significant risks. Students should arrange adequate funding before travelling.

28. Can my family accompany me?

Eligible family members of long-term international students may apply under an appropriate private-affairs category,

commonly:

Applicants usually need proof of relationship and documentation from the student. Accompanying family members are

not automatically authorised to work.

29. Can I remain in China after graduation?

Graduates do not automatically receive a general post-study work visa. Those securing eligible employment normally

need an employer to sponsor the appropriate work permit and work-type residence permit. Some outstanding

graduates, entrepreneurs and graduates of selected institutions may qualify for locally administered residence options.

Policies can differ between cities and development zones, so students should consult the local immigration authority.

30. Does studying in China guarantee employment or permanent residence?

No. Admission, graduation and scholarship status do not guarantee employment or permanent residence.

Employment eligibility depends on the applicant’s qualifications, employer, role, work- permit category and local

implementation requirements.

University approval

Approval from the local exit-entry authority

A specific remark added to the student’s residence permit

Compliance with the authorised employer, location and period

S1: Longer family visits

S2: Shorter family visits



31. Can Edu Consultancy support my Chinese application?

Yes. Edu Consultancy can assist with:

Call to action: Planning to study in China? Book an initial assessment with our education consultants to identify suitable

universities, evaluate scholarship opportunities and understand the admission and visa requirements.

Information updated in August 2026. University, scholarship, medical-recognition and immigration requirements may

change. Applicants should verify final conditions with their university, the responsible Chinese diplomatic mission and

China’s immigration authorities.

Ready to study in China?

From MBBS to engineering and business, our counsellors help you select recognised universities,

apply for scholarships and prepare your X1 visa documentation.

+44 7442 978718  ·  +971 58 275 0963 info@edu-consultancy.com www.edu-consultancy.com

Prepared by Edu Consultancy (IEC Management Consultants LLC), August 2026. Fees, requirements and visa rules are indicative and change over time; our

counsellors will confirm the latest details for your profile.

Academic eligibility assessment

University and programme selection

English- and Chinese-taught course searches

Medical and MBBS programme assessment

University applications

Scholarship and CSC guidance

Document authentication planning

Student-visa documentation

Accommodation and pre-departure support

Post-arrival guidance


